
University of Southern California, Davidson Conference Center
Tuesday, April 22, 2008

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Immigrant Integration 
  and the American Future:

Lessons From and For California

�e conference will bring together academics, policymakers, and community leaders to discuss experiences and practices of 
immigrant integration, highlighting the interwoven interests of immigrants and host communities, and the mutuality 

of our fates. �e aim will be to de�ne a strategic research agenda on issues and policies for successful 
immigrant integration, with a special focus on Los Angeles and California. 

A Conference Hosted by the

University of 
Southern California

Organized by:
USC Population Dynamics 
Research Group and  USC 
Program for Environmental and 
Regional Equity

Sponsored by:
USC Provost Initiative on 
Immigrant Integration, USC 
School of Policy, Planning and 
Development, USC College of 
Le�ers, Arts and Sciences

Registration fee is $20, although full scholarships are available and the fee will be waived for USC faculty/students. Send an e-mail to 
pere@college.usc.edu to request a scholarship or waiver. To register please go to h�p://usc.edu/esvp and enter code: immigrant. 



Premise:

In July 2007, the U.S. Senate found itself facing the most signi�cant immigration reform 
package in nearly two decades – and blinked.  While the failure to secure reform at the 
national level has led to much analysis about the message and methods of immigrant 
advocates and opponents, it has not shifted the key facts confronting states, local authorities, 
and community leaders: the presence of immigrants and their o�spring is growing in virtually 
every region of the U.S. 

This is particularly true in Southern California:  in Los Angeles County, one-third of our resi-
dents are foreign-born, nearly half the workforce is immigrant, and two-thirds of those under 
18 are children of immigrants.  What we do here has national rami�cations, both because of 
our size and because of the historic role of Los Angeles as an immigrant gateway.  At the same 
time, we in Southern California can learn from the experiences of other states and regions as 
they o�er new models for more successful incorporation – what is now going by the term 
“immigrant integration.”

Conference Schedule 

8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast

8:30 – 8:40 a.m. Welcome and Purpose

8:40 – 9:00 a.m. Immigrant Integration: Why We Need It, Why It Matters

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Immigrant Integration and the Popular Narrative: 
Framing and Re-Framing the Issue

Panelists:
Moderator

10:30 a.m.  Break

Immigrant Integration and the American Future: 
Lessons From and For California



I. Immigrant Integration and Educational 
Achievement 

Moderator
 - Moderator 

  Engagement 

- Moderator
- Moderator

- Moderator - Moderator

10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  Breakout Sessions



12:15 p.m.  Lunch

12:30 p.m.  Keynote: Immigrant Integration and Immigration Reform: Making the 
Links, Finding Our Roles

 

Moderator

Organization names listed for identi�cation only.

Additional sponsorship by the Tomás Rivera Policy Institute.

Registration fee is $20, although full scholarships are available and the fee will be waived for USC faculty/students. Send an e-mail to 
pere@college.usc.edu to request a scholarship or waiver. To register please go to http://usc.edu/esvp and enter code: immigrant. 


